

Draft Joint operational conclusions of the fifth EU-Georgia Association Committee 
(18 June 2019, Tbilisi)
	Party
	Action
	Deadline/Date

	AA/DCFTA

	GE/EU
	Continue legislative approximation in line with the AA/DCFTA commitments
	Ongoing

	GE/EU
	Start work on updating the Association Agenda to set new and appropriate priorities. This would direct AA/DCFTA implementation in the coming years.
	2020

	GE
	Focus on law enforcement, implementation and good governance to build stable foundations for predictable institutions and independent regulators
	Ongoing

	GE
	Ensure timely and regular involvement of non-state actors such as civil society, social partners and business organisations in the AA implementation  and monitoring process 
	Ongoing

	EU-GE
	Launch the consultations on Annex  XV-A (Banking, Insurance Securities), Annex XXVI (Environment), Annex XXVII (Climate action), Annex XXVIII (Company law, Accounting and auditing and corporate governance), Annex XXXI (Public Health) and Annex XXIX (Consumer Policy) with the aim to update these Annexes.process to update Annexes XXVIII (Company law, Accounting and auditing and corporate governance) and Annex XXXI (Public Health) the respective annexes, based on mutual consultations. 


	autumn 2019

	Elections

	GE
	Continue efforts to address the shortcoming identified by OSCE/ODIHR and other key observers to further improve the electoral framework before the 2020 parliamentary elections and ensure transparent, credible and inclusive elections. 
	December 2019

	Human Rights

	GE
	Continue efforts for effective implementation of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan in line with commitments under the Association Agreement. 
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue and accelerate efforts to ensure awareness and effective implementation of the anti-discrimination law. 
	Ongoing

	GE
	Undertake all efforts to operationalise the newly created State Inspector’s OfficeService, including the allocation of adequate budget.
	July November 2019

	CSDP cooperation

	EU
	Continue highlighting Georgia’s contributions to the EU-led missions and operations (EUTM RCA, EUTM Mali) and encourage and support Georgia in maintaining current level of contribution.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
GE
	Expand CSDP co-operation further and explore opportunities of engaging Georgia in new EU mechanisms
Swiftly complete the hybrid threats risk assessment survey
	Ongoing
End of June 2019 (received)

	EU/GE
	Make the best use and enhance the visibility of the annual staff-to-staff meetings in the field of CSDP
	2019

	EU
	Encourage and support Georgia to contribute to CSDP activities for EaP countries including in the field of Cyber security and StratCom
	2019

	EU/GE
	Convene the third meeting of the EU-Georgia strategic dialogue on security to address issues of common interest
	Fall 2019

	Conflict Resolution

	EU
	Continue to firmly support sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders, including with its active non-recognition policy.
Maintain the peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia, as well as security and human rights situation in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia high on the international agenda, particularly on the EU’s political agenda with the Russian Federation.
Continue to promote the full implementation fulfilment by the Russian Federation of all provisions of the Six Point Agreement ofthe  12 August 2008 Six Point Agreement and 8 September 2018 Implementing Plan  and its implementing measures and the full implementation of the EU Monitoring Mission's mandate throughout the whole territory of Georgia.as well as the full implementation of the EUMM mandate.
Continue to support the EU Monitoring Mission and to advocate for the full implementation of its mandate throughout the whole territory of Georgia.
Continue to promote the non-recognition of the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia at in the international levelarena.
Continue to Ssupport people-to people contacts as well as engagement and reconciliation across the dividesadministrative boundary lines. Mobilise support (advisory services, training and technical support) to support the implementation of Georgia's "Peace initiative - A Step to a Better Future”.
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	EU/GE
	Continue to promote dialogue and an effective use of the existing instruments (such as the EUSR, the EUMM, Policy policy of non-recognition and engagement) and formats, in particular the Geneva International Discussions and the IPRMs, with a view to building durable peace and stability on the ground. 
     
Continue to address the humanitarian and human rights situation in conflict affectedconflict-affected areas, including cases of impunity, as seen in connection with the fatal incidents related to Mr. Basharuli, Mr Tatunashvili and Mr Otkhozoria and ,Mr Tatunashvili..
	Ongoing

	
	Explore ways to advance and reach tangible results in the GID, including on the core issues of i) non-use of force and international security arrangements, ii) the voluntary, safe and dignified return of IDPs and refugees to their homes  as well as iii) human security, including human rights and humanitarian related issues. Explore ways to create positive dynamics in the negotiation process through Explore ways to ensure constructive and result-oriented engagementnegotiations, including on humanitarian topics and issues of common concern and interest.
Promote the  effective functioning of the Incident Prevention and Response Mechanisms (IPRMs) in Gali and Ergneti in line with its established practices. 
Intensify efforts to promote freedom of movement, confidence building and interaction across administrative boundary lines.
	

	GE
	Continue efforts to elaborate a strategic vision towards efforts to elaborate a strategic vision towards peaceful conflict resolution and reconciliation. 
Continue efforts to engage across the administrative boundary lines and reach out to conflict-affected people,  including through the initiative “A Step to a Better Future”. and promote inclusive engagement of the entire society in this process.
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	Cooperation on Justice, Freedom and Security issues

	GE-EU
	Continue measures to continuously fulfil the visa liberalisation benchmarks and in line with recommendations of the visa suspension mechanism report take immediate actions to address the challenges of irregular migration, including increasing numbers of unfounded asylum applications by Georgian nationals to substantially reduce the number of unfounded asylum applications by Georgian nationals in the EU and Schengen area.
Inform regularly the Commission on the relevant measures taken.
With the support of the EU, Georgia The EU and Georgia will implement an operational set of measures follow-up on the jointly drafted concrete operational measures to decrease irregular migration and crime-related challenges linked to the travel of Georgian citizens to the EU.
	ongoing

	GE- EU


GE
	Georgia toE will adopt the new legislative package "4th wave of reforms" in all of its four key areas, in particular focusing on balancing the institutional set-up and on the transparency, accountability and efficiency of the court system. The EU stands ready to support its implementation.
GE to ensure the ongoing process to select the Supreme Court judges is based on the principle of transparency and meritocracy, as recommended by the Venice Commission.
	ongoing

	GE-EU
	Continue cooperation and exchange of information in the field of preventing and combating organised crime and other illegal activities, as agreed during the 5th EU-Georgia Subcommittee on Justice, Freedom and Security under the Association Agreement
	ongoing

	GE-EU
	Support all procedural steps to allow for the entry into force of the cooperation agreement with Eurojust.
	October 2019 

	GE
	Georgia will eEnhance efforts on oversight and accountability of all actors engaged in the security sector as well as strengthened cooperation across agencies. 
	Ongoing

	EU
	The EU will sSupport reforms in the areas of good governance and security through the SAFE programme including reform efforts on organised crime, anti-corruption, money laundering, drugs, cyber security and IBM.
	Ongoing

	Good governance

	GE-EU
	Continue efforts to prevent and fight against corruption, in particular complex forms of it. The EU will further support Georgia's anticorruption efforts under the SAFE programme as well as under the planned regional programme ‘EU for Integrity’.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Although the budget support under the Public Administration Reform (PAR) programme is coming to an end, increase efforts to meet the delayed 2018 indicators for civil service under the EU Public Administration Reform Programme. Ensure continued high-level political support to the ongoing reforms in order to achieve significant reforms and consistency of reforms across public institutions.

	Ongoing

	Economic Cooperation

	GE-EU
	EU to complete implementation of the Macro-Financial Assistance (MFA) to Georgia
Georgia to implement the agreed policy measures, including the Motor Third-Party Liability Insurance Law, to allow for the disbursement of the second instalment under the Macro-Financial Assistance package.    
	
2019

	GE
	Provide regular updates on the implementation of the economic reform programme supported by an Extended Fund Facility with the IMF, notably on the implementation of structural benchmarks.
	Ongoing (for the duration of the EFF, 2017-2020)

	EU-GE
	Implement the 2018-2021 Public Finance Management strategy, which will be supported by the EU4 Economic Governance and Fiscal Accountability Programme.
	Ongoing

	
Statistical Cooperation 

	GE
	Draw up on action plan to revise the Statistical Law of Georgia in line with the recommendations of the upcoming Global assessment Assessment reportReport.
	End 2019

	GE-EU
	Work to establish a population register in Georgia to increase efficiency in the production of statistics, improve the quality of data and decrease burden on respondents so as to improve public administration in general.
	Ongoing

	GE-EU
	Produce regional statistics in line with the NUTS classification.	Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): We already have ongoing bilateral technical assistance. There is also regional TA form EUROSTAT.
	2019-2020

	Energy 

	EU/GE
	Support the timely implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor, as well as its possible extensions.
	Ongoing

	GE/EU
	Continue the implementation of Georgia's Energy Community accession protocol, with EU support through EU4Energy and other relevant instruments.
	Ongoing

	GE-EU
	Step up the efforts for the adoption and implementation of Energy Efficiency legislation, in line with the conditions laid down in the EU-Georgia Association Agreement and the commitments arising from Georgia’s accession to Energy Community Treaty. Draft roadmaps and timelines for the adoption and implementation of legislation to be implemented by 31 December 20188 or earlier.	Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): According to timelines of the Energy Community Secretariat, key legislation in the areas of electricity, renewables and energy efficiency due to be implemented by the end of 2018.
The EU will support the roll-out of the energy efficiency standards in public buildings and the adoption and implementation of the Water Law. 
	Ongoing

	
Environment 

	GE-EU
	Enhance environmental governance, by adopting and implementing environmental legislation in line with the Association Agreement. Fully Continue implementation of the environmental impact assessment and the strategic environmental assessment.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Inform the EU on the developments in becoming a party to Espoo Convention and its SEA Protocol.
	ongoing

	GE 
	Participate and make use of the new regional programme EU4Environment. The participation and use of the programme should prioritize cooperation on sustainable forest management, especially on prevention of illegal timber trade.
	Ongoing

	EU
	Support Georgia in the adoption and implementation of the Water Law	Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): Would it be possible to clarify which support would be needed?  Extensive support for legal drafting in relation to the water law has been provided. Could we possible rephrase as "Georgia to inform the EU on adoption and implementation of the Water Law"?
	

	Climate Change 

	GE-EU
	Georgia will submit an updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) and a long-term low greenhouse gas emission development strategy by 2020. 
The EU will provide support through the EU4Climate programme. 
	By 2020

Ongoing

	GE
	Consider changes in the EU legislative acts contained in the climate action chapter of the Association Agreement.	Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): Replaced by general OC under AA/DCFTA
	Ongoing

	Agriculture and Rural Development and Maritime affairs 

	GE
	Continue implementing the Strategy for Agriculture Development (2015-2020), the Rural Development Strategy (2017-2020) and the Rural Development Action Plan (2018-2020) and finalise the successor unified strategy for the post 2020 period ensuring wide participation and consultations with civil society.
Ensure compliance with the conditionalities for the ENPARD III Budget Support Programme for 2019-2020 by achieving satisfactory progress in reaching the indicators.
	Summer/early Autumn 2019


End 2019

	EU/GE
	Support Georgia with the necessary expertise in the field of sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas, promoting EU's LEADER approach and Local Action Groupsa bottom-up approach (e.g. through Local Action Groups), in line with the rules and commitments agreed for financial cooperation. 
	Ongoing 

	EU/GE
	Approximate Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) national legislation to the relevant EU legislation according to the agreed deadlines and ensure its implementation.  
	Ongoing

	EU-GE
	Support Georgia in implementing the Sofia Ministerial Declaration (June 2018) on Black Sea Fisheries and Aquaculture. 
Promote the participation of Georgia in the work of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean in the Black Sea on issues covering conservation measures (e.g. multiannual management plan on turbot), scientific advice, data collection (e.g. BlackSea4Fish project), small scale fisheries, fight against IUU fishing and aquaculture.
Georgia to take further steps to effectively implement the duties incumbent upon Flag flag States under international law and to address concerns related to recent reflagging or fishing and fishing related vessels from countries notified or warned as non-cooperating in the fight against Illegal Unreported and Unregulated fishing in Georgia. 
	Ongoing

	EU-GE
	ImplementWork towards implementation of the Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea (which was endorsed by Ministers from seven Black Sea countries - i.e. Bulgaria, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine - on 21 May 2019).
	Ongoing

	GE
	Develop a Maritime Strategy

	End of 201920

	EU-GE	Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): GE only? Or would it be possible which support is required from the EU?
	Work towards elaboration of the Marine Environment Strategy and Action Programme according to the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD).
	End of 2020

	Regional development


	GE

GE

EU-GE


EU/GE


	Adopt Endorse the Pilot Integrated Regional Development Programme and 

Aapprove the Decentralisation Strategy 2019-2025. 

Implement the “Regional Development Programme of Georgia for 2018-2021” (RDP), including the elaboration of detailed procedures on implementation and accountability through the respective Monitoring Plan to be developed by the MRDI.

Produce the 2018 annual implementation report of the RDP

	Summer/early autumn 2019?

Summer/early autumn 2019Ongoing
Ongoing


July 2019



	Employment, Social Policy and Equal Rights 

	GE
	Ensure that the Tripartite Social Partnership Commission meets regularly, and is duly consulted on the legislation and policy reforms
	Ongoing

	GE

	Complete the employment-related legal framework   
	By the end of 2019 and in line with MFA conditionalities 

	GE
	Continue efforts to establish a fully-fledged and well-funded labour inspection system and ensure supervision of all working conditions and labour rights. Including:
Adopt the legal Acts necessary for the implementation of the OSH law

Adopt legal acts for extension of the OSH Law to all sectors in line with EU OSH law including of functions of the Labour Inspectorate and prepare legal basis for fully-fledged labour inspectorate in line with Organic Law of Georgia on “Occupational Safety”
Expand the mandate of labour inspectorate to cover all sectors of economy and conduct inspections without prior notice at any time of day and night in line with new Organic Law of Georgia on “Occupational Safety” adopted in February 2019
	2019 and in line with MFA conditionalities	Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): Unclear why this was moved downs?rmlese a strategic vision towards abiorities, Asoviatoion agenda annot highlight these as compared to many other initiatives (
2019 and in line with MFA conditionalities 
Ongoing (according to DLs set in OSH law)



Q3 2019

	GE
	Monitor the pilot new Public Employment Service, continue gradual roll-out and plan staffing requirement (number, professional qualifications) and financial resources needed to scale-up the new services
	Ongoing

	
Public Health 

	EU/GE

	Strengthen Georgia's core IHR capacities for national response to health threats by implementing recommendations developed after the WHO Joint External Evaluation carried out in June 2019 and the ECDC comprehensive assessment on communicable diseases carried out in November 2019. and cooperate actively in the EU-supported MediPIET training programme in field epidemiology, as well as with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
	Ongoing

	EU-GE
	Cooperate actively in the EU-supported MediPIET training programme in field epidemiology, as well as with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue implementation of priority actions Prioritise policies and actions for prevention and control of anti-microbial resistance, HIV/AIDS and hepatitis C, as well as aligning its blood safety legislation with the EU acquis as provided by the Association Agreement
	Anti-microbial resistance - ongoing
HIV/AIDS - Ongoing
Hepatitis C - December 2020
Blood safety regulation - December 2019
Ongoing

	GE
	Undertake efforts towards the swift ratification of the Protocol for Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products and to monitor the transposition of tobacco control legislation
	Inter-agency  consultations underway on protocol-related matters

	GE
	Strengthen the further approximation and implementationenforcement of tobacco control policies in line with the EU acquis as provided by the Association Agreement and with its obligations under the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  
	Ongoing

	EU
	Support Georgia in the elaboration and implementation of the recently adopted Health System Development Strategy
	

	
Civil Protection

	EU/GE
	Implement the administrative arrangement between DG Echo ECHO and the Emergency Management Service of Georgia 
Sign the action plan between Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia Subordinated State entity – Emergency Management Service and DG ECHO with respect to Disaster Risk Management Cooperation 
Provide EU assistance for capacity building of the EMS through the SAFE programme.
	Ongoing

	Education and Culture

	GE
	Continue to focus on the human capital development, including by swift adoption ofimplementing the new VET law and the preparation of relevant by-laws, which is of key importance for the Skills Matching Programme.
Enhance the quality of the higher education system in line with the Bologna principles, modernise teaching and foster skills development for greater employability of graduates.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Use opportunities through Erasmus+ to support capacity building projects, youth and sport activities, mobility and partnership between institutions from the EU and Georgia with the focus on Erasmus+ action of   strategic partnerships in VET.
Support Georgia in making a thorough feasibility assessment  of the education and training systems in order to maximise opportunities under Erasmus+.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Take full ownership for the establishment of a fully-fledged secondary school for the second phase of the European School project
	Ongoing

	EU
		Comment by VAN BERGEN Sofie (EEAS): For the time being, no such bilateral assistance is foreseen. This could however be explored in bilateral contacts, If support under the upcoming regional programme on culture or technical assistance to GEOSTAT could be foreseen. However, since it is not planned, we suggest taking it out.

	

	EU/GE
	Continue participation in Creative Europe Programme after 2020 and become full member of the next 7-year Programme 2021-2027Take further advantage of the Creative Europe programme, with the support of the restructured Creative Europe Desk.
	Ongoing

	EU
	
	

	Research and Innovation

	EU
	Encourage the Georgian authorities to make the most of their Association to Horizon 2020 including participation and contribution of Georgian representatives to the works of various H2020 Programme Committees, enhanced support to National Contact Points in Georgia, and Widening Actions 
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Ensure and support effective implementation the recommendations of the Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility (PSF) report “Specific Support to Georgia” published on 12 June 2018. Encourage the Georgian authorities to provide information on the state of play of the implementation of all recommendations as adopted.
	Ongoing

	EU-GE
	Negotiate the association of Georgia to the upcoming Horizon Europe Programme. Kick-off of the informal discussions for Horizon Europe association.
	By the end of 2019

	
ENP and Eastern Partnership

	EU-GE
	Following the EaP Foreign Affairs Ministerial meeting and the EaP High Level Conference dedicated to the 10th anniversary of Eastern Partnership, encourage Georgian authorities and civil society to maintain an active participation in the Eastern Partnership regional framework and continue sharing best practices with all Partners in 2019 and 2020Engage actively in the . The structured consultation process related to the Eastern Partnership post-2020 agenda launched by President Juncker at the 14th May High Level Conference will be an occasion for Georgia toand formulate suggestions and ideas on the future of the Eastern Partnership, in a spirit of inclusivity, differentiation, joint ownership and shared responsibility, with a view of further increasing the tangible results of our multilateral cooperation. 
Encourage Georgian authorities to kKeep delivering on targets in line with 20 Deliverables for 2020 agenda and strengthening interlinkages with other Eastern Partners.
	Ongoing
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